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1. Purpose

a. The purpose of this policy is to regulate the procurement of groceries and meals by on-duty shift personnel.

2. Scope
a. This policy applies to all on duty shift personnel. 

3. Policy 

a. Ideally, meals should be planned prior to beginning of each shift, and grocery store and other food items purchased prior to the beginning of the shift whenever possible. 

b. In the event that any of the on-duty personnel failed to prepare for the day's meals, the following guidelines shall apply:

i. The company may travel in an apparatus to and from a grocery store, tailgate cafe or restaurant only one time per shift.

ii. The grocery store or restaurant shall be located within two miles of their station.

1. When a grocery store is outside the service area, one member may be assigned to obtain groceries and only upon approval from a chief officer.

iii. The company shall remain in service at all times and properly park their vehicle in a designated parking space.  At no time shall a vehicle park in a fire lane or other restricted space.

iv. Crew integrity shall be maintained at all times. All employees shall take a portable radio with them and maintain radio contact with dispatch at all times.

v. If fire apparatus and compartments cannot lock, a firefighter will be assigned to ensure vehicle and equipment security.

vi. Personnel shall be required to be in uniform.

vii. Personnel shall not be allowed to go to an individual's home for meals.

1. Exceptions may be granted on a case by case basis by a chief officer for special events (i.e. birthday party, etc.).

viii. A company may stop at a convenience store to purchase refreshments when returning to the station from a call, inspection, training session, or other department-sanctioned activity.  The store must be generally along the normal route of travel.

ix. Under special circumstances, a chief officer may authorize a company to alter from this policy.

4. Responsibilities

a. The company officer shall be responsible for strictly enforcing the provisions of this procedure.

b. Each person will be expected to strictly observe the provisions of this procedure and will not be excused in the event that an officer is not present.
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