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1. Purpose

a. The purpose of this procedure is to outline rules and regulations regarding emergency (Code 3) driving, and to outline the roles and responsibilities of the Driver/Operator and Officer when driving Code-3.  It was promulgated to establish safety guidelines during an emergency response.
2. Scope
a. This standard applies to the driver of an emergency vehicle owned or operated by the department while responding to an incident. 
3. Categories of Response
a. Emergency. Those incidents that pose a significant risk to life or property.
i. Emergency response requires the use of all audio (siren and air horns) and visual (lights) warning devices. 
ii. These devices must be in use during the entire duration of the response unless the response is downgraded to a non-emergency by a competent authority.   
iii. The initial response to the following types of incidents shall be considered emergencies:
1. A reported structure fire
2. A reported fire outside of a structure that involves the potential destruction of property or posses a risk to human life.
3. Automatic sprinkler and/or fire alarm system.
4. All categories of rescue incidents that posses a risk to human life and the potential for injury or death.
5. All categories of emergency medical incidents, except non-life-threatening transfers to or from a medical facility.
6. Responses to a man-made disaster involving the destruction of property and the potential for injury or death. This would include requests for assistance from other jurisdictions and agencies.
iv. Reserved

b. Non-emergency: Those incidents that do not pose a significant risk to life or property.   
i. Audio and visual warning devices shall not be used during non-emergency response unless ordered by a competent authority to upgrade the response to emergency status. The initial response to the following types of incidents shall not be considered to be emergencies:
1. Medical incidents requiring our assistance involving transfers to or from a medical facility where the patient does not have life-threatening condition.
2. Public service calls to assist the public where there is no immediate threat to life and property.
3. Bomb threats. 
4. Suicidal ideations or attempts. 
5. Lock-ins 
c.
Discretion and common sense shall be applied to the response of all incidents on whether to response emergent or non-emergent.
4. Policy
a. Prior to entering the cab and starting the vehicle, the Driver/Operator shall make a “circle of safety” around the vehicle to verify all equipment is secured, all compartment doors are closed, and any physical obstructions are moved out the way.

b. Apparatus and vehicles engaged in a non-emergency response shall obey all applicable traffic safety rules and regulations and shall not exceed the posted speed limit.
c. Apparatus and vehicles engaged in an emergency response shall at all times govern their response by the time of day, traffic, weather, terrain and road conditions present at the time of the response.
d. Pursuant to ARS 28-624, the Driver/Operator may disregard regulations concerning direction of travel, direction of turns and parking, only when and after regard for the safety of others is exercised and complete control of the vehicle is maintained.
e. Fire Department vehicles are authorized to exceed posted speed limits only when responding Code 3 under favorable conditions. This applies only with light traffic, good roads, good visibility and dry pavement. Under these conditions a maximum of 10 mph over the posted speed limit is authorized.
f. Under less than favorable conditions, the posted speed limit is the absolute maximum permissible.
g. During and emergency response, drivers shall bring their vehicles to a complete stop for any of the following.
i. When directed by a law enforcement officer.
ii. Stops signs.
iii. Red traffic signals.
iv. Negative right-of-way intersections.
v. Blind intersections.
vi. When the driver cannot account for all lanes of traffic in an intersection.
vii. When other intersection hazards are present.
viii. When encountering a stopped school bus with flashing warning lights.
h. Drivers shall proceed through an intersection only when the driver can account for all lanes of traffic in the intersection.
i. Drivers shall bring their vehicles to a complete stop at all unguarded railroad crossings and shall not cross the tracks until determining that it is safe to do so.
j. In School Zones where students are in session, the posted speed limit will not be exceeded and the Driver/Operator shall shut off all emergency lighting and siren devices until the School Zone has been passed.

k. Driver/Operators of emergency vehicles driving in emergency mode, approaching a school bus flashing lights, loading or unloading children, shall:

i. Shut off siren and emergency lights.

ii. Come to a complete stop.

iii. Wait for the signal to proceed and continue emergency response.

l. When emergency vehicles must travel in center or oncoming traffic lanes, the maximum permissible speed shall be 20 mph.
m. Intersections present the greatest potential danger to emergency vehicles. When approaching and crossing an intersection with the right-of-way, drivers shall not exceed the posted speed limit.
n. When emergency vehicles must use center or oncoming traffic lanes to approach controlled intersections, (traffic light or stop sign) they must come to a complete stop before proceeding through the intersection, including occasions when the emergency vehicle has green traffic lights.
o. Officer Responsibilities

i. Provides an additional set of eyes and ears for the driver and should also be responsible for ensuring the driver operators the vehicle in a safe manner.

ii. Ensure all personnel in the vehicle are seated and secured with seatbelts in approved riding positions prior to movement.

iii. Ensure driver is operating the vehicle in a safe and prudent manner during response.

iv. Shall direct the driver to cease any unsafe driving, such as excess speed or unsafe intersection practices.

v. Shall be the one to operate the radio, audio, and visual warning devices.

vi. Shall be the one to check map books, run cards or computer aided responses to assist the driver in determining the safest and most direct route to the emergency scene.

vii. Shall assist the driver in intersection crossing and backing.

p. Responsibilities of Drivers of Department Vehicles
i. Drivers shall be directly responsible for the safe and prudent operation of their vehicles in all situations.
ii. When a driver is under the supervision of an officer or trainer, the officer or trainer shall be accountable for the actions of the driver and shall be responsible for immediately correcting an unsafe condition.
q. Response Guidelines for Personnel Responding in POVs  (Personally-owned Vehicles)
i. Drivers shall have a valid Arizona driver's license that is appropriate for the type of vehicle that they are allowed to operate.
ii. Drivers shall be directly responsible for the safe and prudent operation of their vehicles in all situations.
iii. Drivers shall obey all applicable traffic safety rules and regulations and shall not exceed the posted speed limit.
iv. Drivers of POV shall not utilize their hazards warning lights, high/low beams or any other type of emergency light system in response to an emergency incident.
v. Drivers shall govern their response by the time of day, traffic, weather, terrain, and road conditions present at the time of the response.
vi. Vehicles shall be properly registered, licensed, and insured.
r. Reserved
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