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SOP 501.03 Vehicle and Apparatus Inspection
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1. Purpose

a. The purpose of this policy is to ensure that fire department vehicles are in a state of operational readiness and safe for travel, as well as to provide a history on the condition of the vehicle with the hopes to catch a problem before one occurs.
2. Scope

a. This policy applies to all operational personnel inspecting fire apparatus, and administrative and support vehicles.
3. Definitions

a. Weekly Checks - also known as the pre-trip inspection follows the Department of Transportation inspection checklist utilized for CDL testing and is a thorough evaluation of all components listed. 
b. Operational Checks – also known as daily or shift checks, are quick checks of basic vehicle and equipment components designed to ensure reliability and safe vehicle operation.  

4. Procedure
a. Pursuant to SOP 201.01, fire apparatus shall be inspected thoroughly every Sunday, with fire department administrative and support vehicles thoroughly inspected every Friday.

b. All Front line fire apparatus will be inspected each shift (shift or daily checks), with no exception to holidays or weekends.
c. Shift checks and weekly checks are considered two different checks, and each will utilize different checklist forms.
i. Each in service fire apparatus shall be thoroughly inspected each Sunday utilizing the Weekly Fire Apparatus Check-Off Sheet. 
ii. All front line fire apparatus shall have an operational or daily check at the beginning of the shift utilizing the Daily/Shift Apparatus Check-Off Sheet.
iii. Administrative and support vehicle shall be inspected weekly utilizing the Administrative/Utility Vehicle Check-off Sheet. 
d. Whenever a vehicle is returned to service following any repair to the engine, drive train, suspension or fire pump, a thorough vehicle check shall be performed.
e. Any vehicle recently serviced out of the area by a manufacturer’s representative, regardless of any reason, shall be inspected thoroughly using the Weekly Fire Apparatus Check-Off Sheet to ensure all components of the apparatus work.  
f. All inspection check lists involving fire apparatus shall be filed in a three (3) ring binder within the cab of the fire apparatus as required by US DOT.
g. Annual Maintenance

i. The following tasks shall be performed on an annual basis.

1. All apparatus built after 1990 shall be inspected and serviced once a year (minimum) depending on the hours of operation and/or mileage.

2. All fire pumps on apparatus built after 1990 shall be inspected, serviced and tested in accordance with the applicable requirements of NFPA 1911, Standard for Service Tests of Fire Pump Systems on Fire Apparatus.

h. Any repairs and or testing are contingent upon funding availability and priority status. 

5. Responsibilities

a. The captain shall be responsible for seeing that the inspections sheets are properly filled out and filed.

b. It will be the responsibility of the captain or company officer on shift to see that all needed repairs are reported on prescribed forms. 
c. The on-coming shift shall be notified as to broken or missing equipment or apparatus that is out of service by the company officer of the preceding shift.
d. Any firefighting apparatus found, during any inspection, to have any deficiencies or defects listed in SOP 501.02 Vehicle Out of Service Criteria will be taken out of service until repairs are made. 

e. The deputy fire chief, or his/her designee, such as the Fleet Officer, shall be responsible for scheduling pump testing and any repairs and documenting those test and repairs in Firehouse Software.

6. Historical Note

a. Policy was reviewed at the regular chief’s meeting on December 5, 2011 with recommendation made and inputted.  
b. Policy was approved on February 13, 2012 at the regular scheduled Chief’s meeting without any further amendments or recommendations. 







































�EMBED PBrush���












































































































































































































































PAGE  
1
501.03

_1276336663

