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1. Purpose

a. The purpose of this policy is to reduce the possibility of injury or death due to personnel running out of air in a hazardous atmosphere. 
2. Scope

a. This policy applies to all personnel who will be wearing a Self Contained Breathing Apparatus in an IDLH environment.
3. Procedure

a. All SCBA assigned to front line fire apparatus shall be inspected at the beginning of the shift.  The results of the inspection shall be noted on the MSA SCBA Check-off Sheet.
b. No SCBA cylinder on front line fire apparatus shall be less then 200 psi of the operating pressure.  For example: A 2216 psi cylinder shall not have less then 2000 psi.

c. Prior to entering an IDLH, an R.E.A.D.Y. check shall be performed.
Radio – Each member will verify radios are turned on and working; are switched to the correct channel; and everybody knows who they are reporting too.

Equipment – Each member has the equipment needed for the assignment and knows how to use it. Every member will verify proper application of PPE.

Air – Each member will do a pre-entry air check and verify they have enough air to begin the assignment.

Duties – Each member will be advised of their duties within the team’s assignment.

Yes – If all of the above are affirmative, the team will contact the Incident commander and advise him/her that the READY check is complete and the team is entering the hazard area.

d. No member shall enter into an IDLH with a cylinder less then 2000 psi, or less then 200 psi of the operating pressure. 
e. Interior crews shall report to the IC when their SCBA cylinder reaches ¾ full.  This verbal report will also include a Personnel Accountability Report (PAR).
f. Interior crews shall notify the IC when any member’s cylinder reaches ½ full.  At this time the company officer shall make arrangements for exiting the IDLH atmosphere and the interior crew shall provide a PAR report.

g. Interior crews will notify the IC when any team member’s cylinder reaches ¼ full.  A PAR shall be provided. Interior crews shall not continue to engage in any activity at this moment and shall immediately egress.  All crews assigned to the company shall exit together. The IC shall ensure the Rapid Intervention Crew/Team is alerted to the situation.

h. The IC may assign air management control to the Safety Officer.

i. It is the responsibility of the IC to evaluate the time needed to safely evacuate a structure, and he/she shall reduce the working time of the firefighters when necessary to ensure their return to a safe environment prior to the cylinder being reduced below ¼.

j. The IC may allow the team to continue working below ¼ cylinder pressure under the following conditions:

i. The fire is declared under control

ii. A structural evaluation is made by the IC, and concurred by Safety, to determine that there is no structural collapse or entanglement hazards, the crew’s visibility is not impaired, and a PAR indicates that the crew is intact and able to continue.

k. Reserved
4. SOG Effectiveness
a. Breathing air monitoring procedures will be discussed as part of any post incident analysis for an incident which required the use of a SCBA.  Any recommendation for improving or modifying this SOG will be forwarded up the chain of command.
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